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When was the last time you really 
got excited about something?  How 
long has it been since you got a 
lump in your throat or shivers up 
your spine?  We seem to have 
become so dead to feeling, so void 
of wonder.  Television, radio, 
aircraft noise, traffic congestion, 
saturation advertising, and media 
exposure to world calamities have 
killed off our senses.  We have 
become numb to feeling.  We do 
not even realize that wonder has 
disappeared from our existence.  
We have lost touch with the world 
around us.  We live in a day of 
"high tech" and "low touch." 
 
TV coverage has created post-
modern addicts who are addicted to 
news and bulletins.  We seem to have 
become pathologically addicted 
simply to information itself.  We crave 
information for information's sake, 
without comprehending it.  This has 
made it possible for the computer to 
open to us the Information 
Superhighway, which seems to have 
created a world without feeling and 
mystery, deadening our sense of 
wonder. 
 
But Advent presents us with the 
opportunity to regain our sense of 
wonder.  It interjects into our 
bloodstream not only wonder, but 
mystery and expectation.  Advent 
reminds us that something exciting is 
about to happen.  The theologian and 
writer Howard Thurman says in a 
poem that Advent is a time for the 
singing of angels.  There must be 
always remaining in everyone's life 
some place for the singing of angels - 

some place for that which in itself is 
breathlessly beautiful.  Despite all the 
crassness of life, despite all the 
hardness of life, despite all the harsh 
discords of life, Life is saved by the 
singing of angels. 
 
During Advent we experience the 
reality of God's grace that is beyond 
explanation and reason.  It has about 
it a mystery.  But this is always true of 
grace.  For the grace of God in Jesus 
Christ is not only surprising but 
amazing. 

Revôd David Colman 

Welcome to the Advent 2011 

edition of New Connections. 

I have enjoyed compiling this 
issue, since we have some 

really interesting articles.   

Lawson Cockcroft has 
written about a great pre-
Christmas ñinstitutionò - 
Handelôs Messiah and Lynda 
Hardy gives us a historical  
insight into a well loved 
Advent hymn and a 

Christmas carol. 

Thereôs lots more inside, so 
read on and enjoy!! 
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In the weeks leading up to 
Christmas, there are at least three 
performances of Handelôs Messiah 
advertised at the Royal Albert Hall.  
One of these will be performed by 
candle-light and the orchestra in 
18
th
 century costume.  The other 

two boast a choir, drawn from 
London choral societies, of 500 
voices.  Given the choice, Handel 
would probably go for the large-
scale performances. 
 
Most of Handelôs working life had 
been spent in the world of opera, 
where the London public demanded 
elaborate staging, magnificent 
costumes and fantastic vocal display 
by the leading singers.  Handel was 
involved not only with writing the 
music, but also travelled widely 
across Europe to sign up leading 
artists. 
 
There were fewer theatres in London 
in the 18

th
 century and their activities 

were strictly controlled by the Lord 
Chamberlain ï one result of which 
was that no plays or operas were 
permitted during Lent. 

Handelôs answer to this ban was to 
devise a musical performance without 
scenery or costumes and no acting 
on stage ï the oratorio.  The subjects 
for the most part were taken from The 
Old Testament (Judas Maccabeus 
and Belshazzar's Feast, for example).  
These proved very popular, 
particularly with the cultured Jewish 
community. 
 
Messiah was composed in 1741 in 
the remarkably short period of three 
weeks between the end of August / 
beginning of September.  Quite a lot 

of the music came from Handelôs 
ñback catalogueò  i.e. music that didnôt 
succeed the first time around but was 
worth giving a second chance! 
 
Handelôs collaborator was Charles 
Jennens, who compiled the text.  
Recent research suggests that he 
hadnôt actually searched the Bible for 
suitable texts, but had taken a short 
cut by using the Book of Common 
Prayer ï principally Morning & 
Evening Prayer, Communion and the 
Funeral Service.  By all accounts, 
Jennens was a difficult man to get on 
with and, when asked his opinion of 
Handelôs work, he replied that it was 
well enough done but didnôt do his 
text the justice that it deserved. 
 
The first performance of Messiah took 
place in Dublin on 13th April 1742.  
This seems quite a long time after its 
composition, but these were the days 
when music was initially copied by 
hand.  Handelôs original manuscript 
had to be converted into a neat copy 
for the printer, the individual parts for 
an orchestra of about 40 players, 
soloists and choir members. 
 
Although there were reservations in 
some quarters on presenting sacred 
music in theatres, Messiah was 
instantly successful.  At its first 
performance, one cleric was so 
moved by the aria ñI Know That My 
Redeemer Livethò that he rose up, 
pointed to the singer and exclaimed 
ñWoman, for this your sins be 
forgiven!ò 
 
During his lifetime, Handel made 
several alterations to his work, to suit 
the singers who were available and 
one version made in 1751, used boy 
trebles for the soprano parts and 
male altos instead of female 
contraltos. 
 
Handel wrote the music and 
rehearsed his soloists at his house at 
22 Brook Street, just off Bond Street 
in London.  Here you can see some 
of Handelôs manuscripts, but not what 
is generally regarded as ñthe originalò.  
This is in the possession of the 
Foundling Hospital - home for poor 
and abandoned children founded by 

Thomas Coram.  Handel gave the 
manuscript and arranged a concert 
performance annually at the hospital. 
 
Part of the success of Messiah is 
attributed to the importance of the 
choruses and the popularity of choral 
societies which developed in the 18

th
 

& 19
th
 centuries.  As more and more 

singers became involved, the size of 
the orchestra needed to support them 
increased and eventually the 
performances reached mammoth 
proportions. 
 
Inevitably, there has been a reaction 
and professional musicians today 
tend to favour a return to what is 
thought to be a more ñauthenticò style 
of performance, with an orchestra of 
40 players, a chorus of 40 members 
and soloists encouraged to add 
ñornamentsò to their solos. 
 
There are many recordings of 
Messiah now available.  A 
performance on a large scale by Sir 
Malcolm Sargent and the 
Huddersfield Choral Society is on the 
Dutton Labs label = 2CDEA-5000.  
The 1751 version is available on the 
Naxos budget price label = 
8.570131.32 and an ñauthenticò 
version is available on the medium 
price Deutsche Grammophon label = 
DG4775904. 
 

Lawson Cockcroft 

tŀƎŜ н LǎǎǳŜ т 

Messiah - an Oratorio  

George Frideric Handel 



The Colour Purple  
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Advent is the beginning of the 
Church Year.  It begins on the 
fourth Sunday before Christmas 
Day, which is the Sunday nearest 
November 30 and ends on 
Christmas Eve (Dec 24).  If 
Christmas Eve is a Sunday, it 
is counted as the fourth 
Sunday of Advent, with 
Christmas Day following. 
 
Historically, the primary colour of 
Advent is Purple.  This is the 
colour of penitence and fasting 
as well as the colour of royalty to 
welcome the Advent of the King.  
The purple of Advent is also the 
colour of suffering used during 
Lent and Holy Week.  This points 
to an important connection 
between Jesusô birth and death.  
The nativity, the Incarnation, cannot 
be separated from the crucifixion.  
The purpose of Jesusô coming into 
the world, of the "Word made flesh" 
and dwelling among us, is to reveal 

God and His grace to the world 
through Jesusô life and teaching, but 
also through his suffering, death, 
and resurrection.   

To reflect this emphasis, originally 
Advent was a time of penitence and 
fasting, much as the Season of Lent 
and so shared the colour of Lent. 
 

In the four weeks of Advent, the third 
Sunday came to be a time of 
rejoicing that the fasting was almost 
over (in some traditions it is called 
Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin 
word for "rejoice").  The shift 
from the purple of the Season to 
pink or rose for the third Sunday 
Advent candles reflects this 
lessening emphasis on 
penitence as attention turned 
more to celebration of the 
season.  From this time in the 
season it is regarded as 
allowable to have Christmas 
trees in church, and carol 
services.  
 

Revôd David Coleman 

For Christians, Advent Sunday is 
the start of a new year.  The word 
Advent means ñcomingò and it is 
the season when we think about 
Christôs coming and pray that we 
may recognize and welcome him.   
 
While Advent is a time of preparation 
for celebrating the coming of Christ 
at Christmas, it also reminds us that 
Christ comes in many ways - in the 
sacraments and the scriptures, 
surely, but also in the events of 
ordinary life and in other people.  
Advent also looks forward to the 
fulfilment of Godôs purposes at the 
end of time. The great themes of this 
solemn and yet joyful season are 
anticipation and watchfulness. 
 
Here at St Leonardôs we have many 
ideas as to how this can be a time of 
renewal and spiritual growth. 
 
First ï this is a time when we can 
renew our regular life of worship, 
which must be the foundation of our 
lives.  On the four Sundays of 

Advent there is a special theme or 
event, and we have many weekday 
services.  Full details are in this 
leaflet. 
 
Secondly ï this is a time when we 
can grow in prayer. To this end, we 
have produced some prayer cards, 
entitled ñNot I, but Christ.ò These 
contain a simple seasonal prayer 
and a prayer for our parish.  We 
hope that all members of St 
Leonardôs will find these helpful.  
However, to maintain the cycle we 
would like a different person to 
volunteer to commit to offer these 
prayers each day of Advent.  Please 
sign the rota at the back of the 
church.  The prayers prepare us for 
Christmas, and for the New Year, 
when we will need to engage with 
the fullness of the meaning of 
stewardship. 
 
Thirdly ï this is a time when we can 
grow in our knowledge of the Bible. 
We are providing for all members of 
the congregation a copy of ñYour 

journey to Christmas.ò  While this is 
a Roman Catholic publication, it 
includes excellent reflections for 
each day of Advent.  These are 
based on the Common Lectionary, 
which is shared by most Christian 
traditions, as well as other 
interesting articles.  
 
Finally ï this is a time when we can 
deepen our knowledge of our faith.  
In addition to devotional articles, our 
bookstall contains a good selection 
of books which will help us use 
Advent as a time of real preparation 
for Christmas.  Please see if there is 
something there that will be of value 
to you. 
Let us allow this Advent to be a true 
new beginning in our life, as 
individual Christians and as a 
Christian community. 
 

Revôd David Coleman 

Advent at St Leonardõs 
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Advent Verse  

What the donkey saw 
 
No room in the inn, of course 
And not that much in the stable, 

What with the shepherds, Magi, Mary, 
Joseph, the heavenly host ï 
Not to mention the baby 
Using our manger as a cot. 

You couldnôt have squeezed another 
cherub in 

For love or money. 
 

Still, in spite of the overcrowding, 
I did my best to make them feel 

wanted. 
I could see the baby and I 

Would be going places together. 
 
U.A.Fanthorpe 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Snowflake 
 

Before I melt 
Come, look at me! 
This lovely, icy filigree! 
Of a great forest 
In one night 

I make a wilderness 
Of white: 

By sky grey cold 
Of crystals made, 
All softly on 

Your fingers laid, 
I pause, that you 
My beauty see: 

Breathe, and I vanish 
Instantly. 

 
Walter de la Mare 

 
I Heard The Bells On Christmas 
Day 
 
I heard the bells on Christmas day 
Their old familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

 
And thought how, as the day had 

come, 
The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along the unbroken song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

 
Till ringing, singing on its way 

The world revolved from night to day, 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

 
And in despair I bowed my head 
ñThere is no peace on earth,ò I said, 
ñFor hate is strong and mocks the 

song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men.ò 

 
Then pealed the bells more loud and 

deep: 
ñGod is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail 
With peace on earth, good will to 

men.ò  
 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 


















